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A big warm welcome to
Gilbertstone

We're delighted to welcome both our existing families
and those who are joining the Gilbertstone family for the
first time.

This presentation includes all the key information you’ll
need to help your child make a smooth start to school in
September.

If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to
get in touch with us via email:

or phone
0121 464 4664 — We're always happy to help.



mailto:office@gilbertstone.bham.sch.uk
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Attendance at Gilbertstone

* At Gilbertstone, we value high attendance and strive for our pupils to be in
school every day.

e Children who have a high attendance:
Achieve their academic potential especially in their basic skills
Emotional well-being benefits
Attendance Matters

Access to a wider range of extra-curricular opportunities

LI (2
Every Day Counts....



Every minute
counts In
school...

* 5 minutes late every day
means around 3 7 days of
education are missed

* ascore of 90% in a test
would be a good result but
90% attendance means
that a child will have
missed around 100 lessons
over a school year.
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Pastoral support
at Gilbertstone

Learning Mentor Support — Anxiety, bereavement,
friendship difficulties etc.

We work with children who need additional support with
their emotional well-being. For children who may need
more specialist support we can refer to outside agencies.

Early Help referrals to support wider family needs such as
financial difficulties, benefit checks, domestic abuse,
parenting support, housing, SEND needs etc.

School can refer to the Early Help locality team via a

‘Family Connect’ referral as well as signposting to other
agencies for additional support.




Admission Arrangements

Thank you for accepting your child’s place with us, we’re delighted
to welcome you to the Gilbertstone family.

You should have received a welcome pack containing important
forms, please ensure these are returned to us as soon as possible.

Please make sure your child’s birth certificate has been presented
to the school office.

Today’s meeting is part of our induction process and will help you
feel informed and prepared for September.

You will receive an invitation to a Stay and Play session in
September.




Golden Rules

* Treat others as you
wish to be treated *

These simple but powerful values are displayed in every
classroom and throughout the school. Staff refer to them
regularly to support positive behaviour and relationships.

It would be helpful if you could take some time to talk to your
child about these rules before they start. They’re not just for
school; they’re values that can be reinforced at home too.



Uniform

A red jumper or cardigan

[ m,
White polo shirt,
shirt or blouse

Grey trousers,
skirt or pinafore

Uniform can be purchased from Midland
Schoolwear and Clive Marks.

Please ensure your child has a bookbag.
We are limited on space and do not have
the capacity to story backpacks.
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PE Kit

White t-shirt, black shorts or
jogging bottoms (for outdoor
PE) and black pumps




Early Years
Curriculum

Communication Physical
and Language Development

We offer a balanced and
nurturing curriculum that
combines child-initiated,
spontaneous play with adult-
led activities to support and Understunding Expressive
extend learning. Our carefully the World Arts and
planned continuous provision Design
creates a rich, engaging
environment where children
can explore, investigate and )
develop independence, B0 Cub
curiosity and a love of learning., 9




Reception Classes

’

We have two reception classes, known as ‘Green group’ and ‘Red group’.

N 2.

Each group has its own base classroom, where they’ll have their focused teaching sessions.

In addition to the classrooms, we have a shared learning space called ‘Blue room’, which
offers further opportunities for exploration and play.

Children and staff from both classes work across the whole provision, allowing for a rich,
varied experience and strong relationships with the wider team.



A typical day in Reception

Morning:

Registration

Literacy teach
Guided reading teach
Handwriting
Continuous Provision
Milk and Fruit
Outdoor learning

Afternoon:

Maths teach

Direct phonics

Discreet Speaking and listening activities
Continuous Provision

A focus on a specific area
(Understanding the world/Expressive
Arts & Design

PE / Forest School



Rewards and Praise




School Meals

 All children from Reception to Year 2 are entitled
to free universal school meals.

e School offers vegetarian and halal meal options.

* |f you do send a packed lunch, please ensure it is
balanced; no fizzy drinks are permitted.
(We are a nut free school)

e Children should bring a water bottle in every day
with water.

* Milk and fruit is offered daily




Week One Menu

Monday | Tuesday Wednesday | 1hursday Friday
FoasT CTuCKEn wiTh roast Milkd Beet chille con Eattered tish and

CRICKER ar pork Beel lasagne with
with diced patatoes petatees and gravy carne with rice chips and tomate
ketchup

sousoges
mashed patatoes
VegeTaruan mince Roast quarn Tillet with Vegetaran mince CheEse and Tomaro
chilly can carne with pizza and chips

Vegan guarmn
Cumbrerfand lasagre with diced roast potatoes and gravy
FIoE

sausoages with patatoes

IVl e I I l | S roast potatoes
TEas Mixed garden Solad BOroEn Beans CWEETCarn Feos
Sweetoarn Carrots Broceali Baked beans

Cobeslow
JacKet potato Fasta with TomaTo and J AckET patata with a Pagta wiTh Tomata and JocKET patata with
with a chaice of badil 2aicE ar Tura oF choice of tuna mdayo, bagil 2auce ar Tuma or o chaice of fund
funa manya, cheese sondwich cheese or beans cheese sandwich mayo, cheese or
cheese or beans Tuna or cheese beeing
Tuna ar cheese sandwich Tuna or cheese
samdwich gandwich
Lemon Sponge Sharthresd and fruf Leed chocalate spange Apple crumible with Fruty Friday
and custard slices custard shartbread and
apple slices

Week Two Menu
Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday

Beet burger in a bun BHLY chicken with Fice Haast Turkey with Lhicken wrap and Figh tngers with
with potate wedges roast paotatoes amnd petate wedges tamate ketehup
gravy and &hips
Lheede arnd Temala Lhickpea and vedqetable HoasT quorn filleT Tomata amnd veggee Vegetable and
pirwheel with patato berigani with rce gerved with Poast minte pasta bake with | bean wrap with
wedges patatoes and gravy poetate wedges chip=
Sarden salad Feas Barden DEans Miged garden salad Feas
Caleslow Braceoli Carrots Sweetcarn Baked beans
Fasto with Tomara and o i et '|:||:|1‘|:|.¥|:l wiTh a Facta wiTh Tamato and 1]'l:t:lvli-lﬁ patata WIThH o Fasta with
badil 2alicE ar fura or chaice of Tund Mmoo, basil sasce or funa or chaice of Tuna mayo, tamato and basil
cheese Sondwich chesde or bednd, cheete sandwich chesge ar beang Salce oFf Tuna or
Tuma or cheese Tuma or cheese cheese sandwich
sandwich sandwich
J aiti SpoRgE ard #ini SulTang cookig and FII"IIEIZI'FFI'E upSide dawn ChOCOIATE Drawmnie Fr‘lurl"r Frldl:l‘:.'
eustard tinned peaches cake and custard




Ready, Steady, Receptionl

Parents and Carers, help your child have the best start to their Reception year by working on these key skills at home.

Personal, Social and c:i:s\;:r:m T erlrow fhaf my
: : ! Help tidy up Pl ith thi elongings are
Look through the booklet FRIEURE SRl ) e sl i g e sk my
. _ bedtime beick without responsibility
in your pack regularly '
with your child.

Wait my turn
and take turns
with others

'No longer use a
dummy

or bottle

breaking them

Use words to
tell you how |
feel

Leave my parent
or carer and

know they are
coming back

Sit still on the
carpet or floor
and listen while
others are
talking

Follow simple
instructions
given by an

Language &
Listening Skills

Recognise my
written name

Listen to and ) .
identify sounds | ™4
around me

Listen to a story

rom a book for @

short period of
time

# Make a choice
using my words

Talk about
myself using ‘I
rather than

’ ’

me

Go to the toilet
independently:
wipe myself, pull my

Physical Skills

Be able to open

my lunchbox or clothes back up, 3
: X mealtimes:
\ Be-able to:dress bag and open ush the toilet & wash ik ﬁoml - Zpen
RCCQP&LOY\' and undress my food my hands cup, feed myself

W elcome to h"‘)’se”:k packaging using cutlery, cut up Line up one

| shoes, socks, il my food with a knife ! behind th

£ fun my o ehind the

ception ¥ st oto start yoUr rousess, codty, Hove.on and fork, carry a Wipe.oy nose other and

Re 5 wot for you ney-l jumpers, t-shirts, effective plate or tray ki l
We can | earning Jour tights, zips & buttons pencil grip throw it away "ttt

Birmingha
Produced in collaboration with Birmingham Reception teachers and Early Years practitioners .' c:tr;,n (’:%%ncﬁ‘




Home — School
links

* Workshops to attend with your child.

* Weekly newsletter emailed on a Friday.
* Parent Evenings throughout the year

* Reading and library books sent weekly
* Proud Clouds

* ‘Marvelous Me’ box

* Reception email address — Keep us updated with
what your child is doing at home. Email in
pictures/descriptions of what you’ve been up to
(e.g. a day trip, attending a club for the first time,
making cakes etc)
reception@gilbertstone.bham.sch.uk

BETTER
TOGETHER

HOME-SZHOOL PARTNERSHIP



September phased start

Week Beginning 31/08/26

Children are invited to a stay and play session on:
Thursday 3 September or Friday 4" September with their grown up.

Week Beginning 07/09/26

Half of the children will come in the morning

th
Monday 7 8.45—11.30am
Tu eSd dy 8th Half of the children will come in the afternoon
—  12.30-3.15

All children in all day from Wednesday 9t September



Important Information

Start time: 8.45am

(doors open at 8.35am and close at 8.45am)

You will walk your child down to the Reception classroom
doors but will have to say goodbye at the door.

Finish time: 3.15pm

You will collect your child from the same doors.

If your child is absent please contact the school
office.

Keep all emergency details updated.




We look forward to welcoming your
children in September

If you have any questions, please
speak to a member of sta

Thank you
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